
Rick Barton 
Rick was born in Lynnfield, MA, and was a member of the Congregational Church 
which later became the United Church of Christ. He attended Gettysburg College and 
after graduation started a career in consumer goods. Rick met Sally in Chapel Hill, 
married shortly thereafter, and in close to 50 years has moved 14 times. In various 
locations, they were members of both Methodist and Presbyterian churches. They 
have four children and four grandchildren scattered around the country. 

Rick and Sally moved to St James from Wisconsin four years ago and joined Southport Presbyterian 
Church shortly thereafter. Rick’s involvement has consisted of being an Elder on the Finance Committee, 
a member of the Living the Vision Capital Campaign, Sharing the Table, and occasional participation in 
the Men’s Roundtable. Last August, Rick returned to work full time in Washington, NC but expects this 
role to wind down shortly. Rick enjoys distance running, anything to do with the beach, and the Red Sox. 

Kathy Bird 
Kathy is a long-time member of the Presbyterian church. She and her husband Bob 
joined Southport Presbyterian in October 2021 after moving here from West Chester, 
PA. Kathy currently serves on the Balcony Team appointed by Session and volunteers 
with the Building & Grounds activities. At her prior church, she served several terms as 
a Deacon and Elder and was a member of the Transition Team to prepare for the 
calling of a new pastor. Kathy works at SAP, a global software company, as director of 
Internal Communications for the company’s North America region.   

Alison Blau 
Allison is originally from northeast Ohio and moved to Southport from metro New York 
City in 2017. She retired after a 20-year career from a company that installed and 
serviced proprietary software in municipalities and universities. Allison and her 
husband Mike joined Southport Presbyterian Church at the end of 2017. She has served 
on the PW board and currently volunteers in the office.   

Jennie Bryan 
Jennie Bryan has been a member of Southport Presbyterian since 2019.  As time has 
permitted for the high school social studies teacher and mother of two, she has 
participated in the SPC choir, Reading Race small group, and served on the Living the 
Vision Committee. Jennie has also taken advantage of classes and studies such as Being 
Presbyterian and Facing Racism: A Vision of the Intercultural Community. She's been 
looking forward to serving as the meal captain for Vacation Bible School this week. 



Sharon Byrum 
Since joining SPC in 2009, has served as both an elder and a deacon.  Areas of service 
have been Mission, Worship, and Welcome/Fellowship.  Additionally, working with 
fellow Presbyterian Women as a PW Board Member, ushering, greeting, and nursery 
care has been a joy for Sharon. Currently, she serves on the Facilities Management 
Team, the Interiors Committee, and the Wedding Committee. 
 
 

 
Don Daily 
Don retired from 50 years in financial services in 2020. In 36 years as a member of the 
Scarsdale Congregational Church (United Church of Christ), he served many terms as 
Deacon, Trustee, and Sunday school teacher, sang in the choir, appeared in and directed 
many church community theatrical and musical productions, and served a term as 
Moderator. Don helped lead the large HS youth group for periods of 11 and 6 years. He 
has participated in three pastoral search committees. At SPC he has served on Buildings 
and Grounds, Finance, and Stewardship and Capital campaigns. Linda and Don joined 
SPC in 2013 and celebrated their 51st wedding anniversary in May. 

 
 

Tom Krieger 
Tom was born and raised in Huntington, WV. He graduated with a B.S. Degree in 
Engineering from West Point. Upon graduation, he was commissioned as a Field 
Artillery Officer in the Regular Army.  He advanced to Battery Commander and was 
promoted to Captain.  He was then selected as Aide-de-Camp to the Assistant Division 
Commanding General and served in this position until he was selected for the Army’s 
excess leave program to attend law school.  
 
Tom attended the College of Law at West Virginia University. After graduation, he was 
assigned as a JAGC officer where he began as a trial attorney and rose to the position of 

Chief of Military Justice and was later assigned as Chief, Military Affairs for the Commanding General.  
 
Tom later joined a small firm in his hometown and began a specialized practice in labor and employment 
law. He was active in the community, serving on the Finance and Personnel Committees of the Fifth 
Avenue Baptist Church and leading a fundraising effort there; Board of Directors, Cammack Children’s 
Center; Board Member and President of the Board, Big Brothers-Big Sisters of the Tri-State; Board 
Member, Guyan Golf and Country Club; and Member, Huntington Forward Committee and City Club.  
 
In 2008, Tom and Jackie built a home in St. James.  They joined SPC in 2012.  He co-chaired the initial 
capital campaign to build our new Ministry Center and served on the campaign committee for the 
recently completed second fundraiser for our Ministry Center. He has also served as Elder and is 
currently serving on the Balcony Team.  Tom has been a member of the Southport Kiwanis Club for 10 
years, serving on its Board of Directors and as president. He worked with middle school and high school 
students in the Club’s Teen Court and Peer Court programs, serving as an attorney mentor and court 
judge.  For this work, he received the NC Governor’s Award for Voluntary Service, along with his practice 
partner, in 2014.  
 
Jackie and Tom have three children and six grandchildren.   
 
 
  



 
Doug Morrill 
Doug was born and raised in Maine. He grew up as an Episcopalian. In fact, his father 
left his law practice at age 50 to attend seminary and become an ordained Episcopal 
priest. Doug graduated from Trinity College in Hartford, CT, and began his career as 
a high school history teacher. After 11 years he left teaching and joined the Hartford 
Insurance Company where he spent 25 years in various positions in marketing, 
product development, project management, and corporate planning. While at The 
Hartford he earned his MBA and CPCU. 
 
In 1994, Doug married Carol creating a blended family of four children between the 

ages of 4 and 9. Doug joined the First Congregational Church in Bloomfield, CT, and served in a variety of 
roles including Chair of the Stewardship Committee, Vice-Chair, and then Chair of the Church Council. 
He also directed the effort to develop a new church mission and vision and led the church governance 
team in creating a more flexible and responsive operating structure.  
 
Doug, Carol, and their 4.5 lb. dog, Pepper (now a zoom icon) moved to Southport in January 2016 and 
joined Southport Presbyterian. Doug became an Elder for Long Range Planning in 2018 and an Elder for 
Mission the following year. This year, Doug has been a member of the Balcony Team and Pepper has 
turned 13.  
 
 

Carson Williams 

Carson Williams is the mother of John Blaney (12) and Lauralynn (10) and wife 
of Blaney Williams, a local ReMax Agent.  Their family lives in downtown 
Southport.  Carson grew up spending summers on Bald Head Island and her 
parents moved to BHI full time in the 90s.  After graduating from Wake Forest 
University, Carson moved back to Southport in 2000 and started selling real 
estate.  For the last 17 years, Carson has owned and operated LRES Association 
Management, a local firm that manages 30+ property owners associations 

throughout Brunswick County.   
 
The fulfillment and rewards of serving on the Mission & Worship Committees over the two past 
years and serving as an Elder this year has solidified Carson’s commitment to Southport 
Presbyterian Church and a desire to continue to serve in this next phase of ministry. 
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